CHAPTER XXVII

THE GREAT MOGHUL OFFENSIVE

THE CONQUEST OF GOLCO^DA

A. 0   1086 TO lliST

THE conqnesl, of Dijnpur led indirectly tn anolhur event
lortujiRto for the emperor, (he flight 'if prince Akbar,
The imperial victories and the sloth of Sn>:>M?njL .*'o weighed
on tho prince's mind that he resolved to fkn from the
Deccan, wherein success neemed im[K;:.*ubIe and danger
imminent, In October 1686 lie and flambhtiji purled with-
out regret. At Rajapur the prineo hived u vesw 1 command-
ed by an Englishman called "BendaV imd by bribing Sidi
Yakut Khan of Janjira, succeeded in evading tho ssoa patrols
established by the emperor to prevent his oscnpo. Akbar's
destination was Persia, but adverse winds drove him to
Muscat, The Sullan welcomed him courteously but de-
tained him and sent with all speed a moHsen^or to Aurang-
zib, offering to betray the fugitive for two lakhs of rupees
and the exemption of Muscat ships from the Burnt customs
duties. The emperor readily agreed, and sent one Haji
Fazil, an old naval captain, to secure princo Akbar.
Happily for him the King of Persia had heard of his plight
and under throat of instant war forced the treacherous
Arab to surrender his prey, Akbar made his way to the
Persian court, where Shah Sulaiman, and after him his son
Shah Hussein, showed him a generous and unwearying
kindness, Akbar spent many years at Khorasan, waiting
vainly for his father's death. But the great ago to which
the emperor lived defeated his ambition, and in 1706, when
Akbur breathed his last, Aurangzib was still alive.
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